Bernard Shaw and the doctors: the art and science of medicine in The Doctor's dilemma.
What did Bernard Shaw really think about doctors? Although any reader with a sketchy understanding of Shaw's work is inclined to think that he condemned the entire profession, a careful reading of his most well-known play featuring medical practitioners reveals a mixed attitude. In The Doctor's Dilemma, one finds a position that may be representative of Shaw's attitude. In this play, he places the entire Edwardian medical establishment--consultants and general practitioners--on stage, and he focuses the attention of this diverse group on the problem of a patient. In doing so, Shaw is able to separate the play's characters into representatives of (l) the new scientific medicine and (2) the venerable art of medicine. He satirizes the arrogance of the former, and he presents the humane attitude of the latter in a favorable light.